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2021-2022
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

 H Capital projects at Bob Hope Village

 H 2022 Florida Leading Age Excellence in Collaboration Award

 H 2022 Finest on the Emerald Coast
• Finest Nonprofit/Charity
• Finest Place to Work
• Finest Assisted Living/Senior Living
• Finest Retirement Community
• Finest Apartment Complex

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT AND CEO
It has been a phenomenal year as we have surged out of the shadow of COVID, 
and we have seen our traditionally strong occupancy return. With nearly 600 
residents, our reach and ability to help our surviving spouses and retired couples 
is continuing to grow. And with the baby boomer generation dominating the 
demographic shift in the United States, we foresee the opportunity to help more 
people and continue to grow our mission. However, the opportunity is not without 
challenges.

The last year has seen significant pressures in many areas. Labor challenges and 
increasing wages have impacted our budget, and staffing levels were low but have 
recovered. The supply chain issues have delayed our ability to repair and replace 
critical infrastructure items. And overall inflationary pressures have stretched our 
ability to operate in the current environment and we do not anticipate any near-
term changes to the situation. Our blessing lies in the generous donors who 
continue to support us with time, treasure, and talent!

The residents of Bob Hope Village and Hawthorn House have given themselves 
to the defense of the nation for decades. Some wore uniforms. Some did not. All 
responded to the call to action when asked to serve. The mission of the Air Force 
Enlisted Village is to honor these incredible servants and ensure everyone has a 
place to live that is safe, secure, and feels like home. We continue to look for ways 
to help our residents age successfully and we will continue to explore additional 
ways to provide additional measures of care for them.

CMSgt Brooke McLean, USAF, Ret.
President and CEO
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Through Air Force Enlisted Village (AFEV), you’re 
changing lives for military widows like Yvonne who 
moved into Bob Hope 
Village just one year ago.

Yvonne met her husband, 
Frank, in Tampa. It was 
his sharp, blue Air Force 
uniform that first caught 
her eye. The two would 
soon marry and have 
three children.

The family was stationed 
at Eglin AFB here in 
Florida’s panhandle for 
nine years before Frank got orders to New Mexico and 
later deployed to Thailand. Tragically, while serving 
overseas, Frank had a cerebral hemorrhage and passed 
away...

It’s been 50 years since Yvonne lost her beloved husband 
and was left behind to raise the couple’s three young 

children (ages 10, 12 and 14 at the time). While being a 
single mother wasn’t easy, Yvonne managed to take care 
of and provide for her family while working as a dental 
assistant up until just a couple of years ago.

Even while juggling a full-time job and raising her kids 
alone, Yvonne always made time to give back. “Besides 
my job, I also volunteered to help the homeless for over 
20 years  through different churches. We also made 
dentures for the homeless,” Yvonne says.

At the urging of her daughter, Yvonne moved to AFEV 
last summer. It’s the comradeship she has found here that 
she enjoys and cherishes most.

“If I wasn’t at Bob Hope Village, I’d be all by myself. 
Now, I look forward to bingo on Tuesdays and (Wii) 
bowling on Wednesdays. It’s just great to be around so 
many wonderful people here,” says Yvonne with a big 
smile!

As you know, the military has always prided itself on this 
truth:  “We take care of our own.” Five decades after 
Frank’s passing and the couple’s 17 years of service, the 
Air Force still takes care of our own today by providing 
Yvonne and other military widows with a safe and secure 
community in the twilight of their lives.

We are proud to honor the sacrifices these military 
widows have made for our nation. And we hope your 
heart swells with pride too.  

Thanks to your kindness, Yvonne is surrounded by so 
many other grateful 
residents just like her – 
and a caring staff – here at 
AFEV.

“I just love being here,” 
Yvonne says. “The staff 
provides such great care 
for us. They’re always 
there for me for whatever 
I need.  They provide 
transportation and 
take me to my doctor 

appointments. It’s just such a great place to be!”

Thank you for your kind heart and for your willingness 
to better the lives of military widows like Yvonne. Your 
most generous gift now will be a blessing and will help us 
meet critical needs for our residents. 

“If I wasn’t at Bob Hope Village, 
I’d be all by myself. Now, I look 

forward to bingo on Tuesdays and 
(Wii) bowling on Wednesdays.”

YVONNE: TAKING CARE OF OUR OWN. 
That’s What We Do. But we couldn’t do it without YOU!
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It was back in the early 1950s, during the Korean War, 
when Airman Derwin Johnsen first laid eyes on the 
woman he would marry at Clark Air Force Base in the 
Philippines. Derwin was getting ready to depart the base 
to go to Vietnam when his colleagues gathered for a 
farewell party. Derwin’s eyes were 
immediately drawn to the attractive 
young lady in the room with long, 
beautiful black hair.

It was love at first sight!

About a year or so later, Derwin 
would return to the base in the 
Philippines. In addition to helping 
South Korea defend its freedom, 
Derwin also had another mission 
in mind: to find Sally and ask her 
to marry him. It was the beginning 
of a beautiful relationship until Derwin died from cancer 
in 1990. Some 32 years later, Sally still tears up when 
speaking about her husband’s passing.

Sally has always had a heart of gold. She helped to teach 
children with special needs during her family’s time in the 
military. Later, after retirement, she volunteered her time 
visiting with the elderly in nursing homes.

Talking with Sally, you’d never guess that she is a 

nonagenarian – now 95 years young! She came to Air 
Force Enlisted Village (AFEV) just two months ago, 
having lived independently up until that time. It was her 
son who prompted the move.

Over the years, Sally developed a love for gardening, 
and it’s something she enjoyed doing each day before 
moving into Hawthorn House. In fact, Sally still mowed 
her own lawn every couple of weeks – and even drove 
her car right up until the day she arrived here!

While she misses her gardening, Sally is glad to be in 
such a secure, caring community. And she still has a daily 
reminder of her favorite pastime. “My son gave away 
most of my plants to family and friends,” Sally says. “But 
he did bring a few of my plants here, and now they are 
down in the dining room for everyone to see. That makes 
me happy!”

At AFEV, Sally has found new friends – and new hobbies. 
She especially enjoys playing bingo with her fellow 
Hawthorn House residents. When she’s not playing 
games, Sally can often be spotted at the wellness center, 
where she’s working to regain her mobility. “I fell in 
my apartment recently and have to use a cane to help 
get around,” explains Sally. “But I like to jump on that 
machine and start pushing the pedals!”

Sally is referring to the seated therapy classes that 
are available to the residents at Bob Hope Village 

and Hawthorn House. Because 
of your kindness and support, 
we are committed to providing 
the highest quality of life to our 
residents like Sally.

Through your generosity, Hawthorn 
House residents’ needs are safely 
and professionally met by our 
loving and supportive staff in a 
beautiful facility with the comfort 
of home. While we encourage 
independence first, our staff is 

always available for assistance. We want our residents like 
Sally to live long, healthy lives. And so does her son.

“My son wanted me to enjoy my life and to be safe,” 
says Sally of coming to AFEV. “He wants me to be 
around for a long time!”

Because of you, residents like Sally have a safe 
community to enjoy hobbies, connect with fellow 
residents, and most importantly get the support they 
deserve.

“My son wanted me to 
enjoy my life and to be 
safe. He wants me to be 
around for a long time!”

SALLY: YOU HELP RESIDENTS LIVE LONG,  
HEALTHY LIVES!
Your support helped mend the heart of a grieving widow - thank you!
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RESIDENT CENSUS AND
PROGRAM SERVICES REPORT

245
Widows

120
Couples

32
Others*

56
Widows

2
Couples

4
Others**

BOB HOPE VILLAGE
98.5% Occupancy Rate

 ✩ Age 50-59: 5
 ✩ Age 60-69:62 
 ✩ Age 70-79: 167
 ✩ Age 80-89: 242
 ✩ Age 90-99: 42
 ✩ Age 100+: 1
 ✩ Number of staff 
members: 25

37
Pendant  
responses per day

899
Medications 
passed per day

65,472
Meals & snacks 
served per year

1,997
Resident 
activities

76,872
Miles driven to/from 
medical appointments, 
shopping, activities

8,352
Medications picked up 

206+
Activities and major social events 
(not including health and wellness)

 ✩ Age 70-79: 8
 ✩ Age 80-89: 29 
 ✩ Age 90-99: 25
 ✩ Age 100+:  2
 ✩ Number of staff 
members: 58

HAWTHORN HOUSE
94% Occupancy Rate

252
Intellectual Programs 

48
Spiritual Programs

1304
Physical Programs

483
Social Programs

HOPE WELLNESS PROGRAM

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

800
Volunteers

2,327
Volunteer 
Hours

BENEVOLENCE PROGRAM

$552,458
Amount paid from the Benevolence 
Fund to support retired enlisted USAF 
widows residing at Bob Hope Village 
and Hawthorn House

*Others include widowers and mothers of active duty or 
retired Airmen.

**Others include widowers, mothers of active duty or 
retired Airmen, and veterans or their family members.
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AUDITED FINANCIALS
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MISSION: TO PROVIDE A HOME

Air Force Enlisted Village
92 Sunset Lane, Shalimar, FL 32579

www.afev.us


